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About the Work

Leonardo Dreams of His Flying Machine was commissioned from ERIC WHITACRE by the American Choral
Directors Association, making the composer the youngest recipient ever awarded the coveted Raymond C.
Brock commission. The work was premiered by the Kansas City Chorale, Charles Bruffy, Director, at the 2001
ACDA National Convention in San Antonio, Texas, with Eric Whitacre conducting.

About the Composer

Born in 1970, Eric Whitacre received his M.M. in composition from the Juilliard School of Music, New York,
studying with John Corigliano and David Diamond.

Today, Eric Whitacre is one of the bright stars in contemporary concert music, and has quickly become a much
commissioned, published and performed choral and symphonic composer, as well as an accomplished
conductor and clinician. In addition, he also writes for the motion pictures and has a Grammy nomination to
his name (contemporary classical crossover). In 1997, the American Record Guide named his first recording,
“The Music of Eric Whitacre’, one of the top ten classical albums and the Los Angeles Times praised his music
as “electric, chilling harmonies; works of unearthly beauty and imagination.”

Eric Whitacre has received composition awards from ASCAP, the Barlow International Foundation and the
American Composers Forum. Water Night (1995) for SATB chorus a cappella, has become one of the most
popular choral works of the last decade, widely performed internationally by high school choirs and
professional choruses alike. It was followed by Cloudburst, for mixed chorus, piano, hand bells and percussion,
which received first prize in the American Choral Directors Association’s “Composers of the Future”
competition.

Internationally, Eric Whitacre conducted the first in an annual series of wind symphony concerts in Tokyo,
Japan, and was named music director of the Narashino Wind Consortium. Across the United States, Eric
Whitacre has conducted, played in, or assisted over 30 musical theater and operetta productions. He has
served as chorus master for the Nevada Symphony Orchestra and his guest conducting appearances include
the San Francisco Symphony Chorus, the Gregg Smith Singers and the Miami Children’s Chorus.

Eric Whitacre has recently begun his tenure as the appointed composer-in-residence for the Pacific Chorale
in California.
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LEONARDO DREAMS OF HIS FLYING MACHINE
In the notes on Leonardo Dreams of His Flying Machine, composer Eric Whitacre writes:

"Charles Anthony Silvestri is not only a brilliant poet, teacher and historian, he is a consummate choral singer blessed
with a beautiful tenor voice. When Dr. Gene Brooks called and asked me to write the 2001 Raymond C. Brock
Commission, | could think of no other author whose words | would rather set.

We started with a simple concept: what would it sound like if Leonardo Da Vinci were dreaming? And more specifically,
what kind of music would fill the mind of such a genius? The drama would tell the story of Leonardo being tormented
by the calling of the air, tortured to such degree that his only recourse was to solve the riddle and figure out how to
fly.

We approached the piece as if we were writing an opera bréve. Silvestri (Tony to his friends) would supply me with
draft after draft of revised ‘libretti’, and | in turn would show him the musical fragments | had written. Tony would then
begin to mold the texts into beautiful phrases and gestures as if he were a Renaissance poet, and | constantly refined
my music to match the ancient, elegant style of his words. | think in the end we achieved a fascinating balance, an
exotic hybrid of old and new.

Leonardo Dreams of His Flying Machine is the second in a planned cycle of element works (the first, Cloudburst, was
completed nine years earlier). It is dedicated with much love and respect to my publisher, the radiant and elegant Ms.
Gunilla Luboff.”

Leonardo Dreams of His Flying Machine
Libretto bréve by Charles Anthony Silvestri (Italian fragments taken from the notebooks of Leonardo Da Vinci)

Tormented by visions of flight and falling,

More wondrous and terrible each than the last,
Master Leonardo imagines an engine

To carry man up into the sun...

And he’s dreaming the heavens call him,

Softly whispering their siren-song:

“Leonardo, Leonardo, vieni & volare.” “Leonardo, Leonardo, come fly.” N

Korrek?

L'uomo colle sua congiegniate e grandi ale, A man with wings large enough and duly connected

facciendo forza contro alla resistente aria. might learn to overcome the resistance of the air.
ter

As the candles burn low he paces and writes, ., |

Releasing purchased pigeons one by one /n/<;£%f; teo dwioe

Into the golden Tuscan sunrise...

And as he dreams, again the calling,
The very air itself gives voice:
“Leonardo, Leonardo, vieni & volare.” “Leonardo, Leonardo, come fly.”

Vicina all’ elemento del fuoco... To . Close to the sphere of elemental fire...

Scratching quill on crumpled paper <7 -/l Tad s ke -

(Rete, canna, filo, carta.) “ (Net, cane, thread, paper.)

Images of wing and frame and fabric fastened tightly. fum ntine i d

...sulla suprema sottile aria. ...in the highest and rarest atmosphere.
[N A

As the midnight watchtower tollé,

Over rooftop, street and dome,

The triumph of a human being ascending

In the dreaming of a mortal man.

Leonardo steels himself, 74 <44/« 21,
Takes one last breath,and leaps.... "1 oFpa
“Leonardo vieni & volare! Leonardo, sognare!™ “Leonardo, come fly! Leonardo, dream!”



Commissioned by the American Choral Directors Association 3
and the Raymond C. Brock Foundation

LEONARDO DREAMS OF HIS FLYING MACHINE

dedicated with love to Gunilla
Text by CHARLES ANTHONY SILVESTRI woated with fove fo Gunilla Luboff ERIC WHITACRE
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A tempo
Fing. cymb., as before

G
e

ah
PP ,
: 5T T & | : e e —
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la lala la la la ia la la la la la la la la la la la la la la la_ e

P = PP

rp
ﬁ e e
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W e | — p—— e “
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U 395 3 d99993 G3v §F 99333 Loe ve sessss
lalalala la la lala la la la lalala la la la lalala lala lalala lala la lalalalala

lalalala la la lala la la la lalala la la la lala la lala lalala lala la lalala la la
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J J ) ] |
Et&f N NS N
i ah__ ah ah
out of tempo
BAR. SOLO mp molto teneramente
| . = e = |
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Y gi J continue pattern in tempo and dim. al niente ~
I
: 3 = = = |
| N NI
ah ah
3= _ ~
?"{1 - g ﬁ%&‘:}p r ::g %‘ {T) { % X E - a
H N H A ¥
. le-0 - nar - do vo - la - re__
I A continue pattern and dim. al niente ~
= e e > - 1
[ i A -
la la la la la la la la
s et o —n
AP == pp } continue pattern and dim. al niente ~
po— T . -
Y O E
ma ma mama ma(m)
| R
A continue pattern and dim. al niente ~
e s i s o S > = H
© 33 3‘ JFE ST
la lalala la la lalalalala
1 A continue pattern and dim. al niente ~
p 4
Hey—7— — > g
T F 333 § deees
la lalala la la lalalalala
continue pattern in tempo :2:
Iy and dim. al niente * "Wind" = =
‘:’ e — i 1 i 1 1 1 L i i 1 T
M f 4 1 1 I 1 i 1 1 i 1 1 i ; g & i ’_g
T - - }
la lalala la la lalalalala (shhh)
continue pattern in tempo :2:
pP —— FP and dim. al niente * "Wind" .
W
O | -l P " § :"‘; ; s & i ﬁ
ma ma mama ma(m) (shhh)
A N JNN IR IS I S Y Y AV AN AV N o
[] N N N » 1]
Bl < ¢ [ ¢
* Tenors and basses should gradually dissolve into
wind, and continue the wind for 10-15 seconds after
the women's voices fade away. The effect should be
that of the flying hine disappearing ihto the dist:
s tinue pattern in tempo and dim. al niente i ~
(EFEe=E= ; e =
[ e N |
3 i
: ~
e e =

Los Angeles, Feb. 2001
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