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I began setting Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats to music late in 1977, partly because itis abook | remember
with affection from my childhood and partly because | wanted to set existing verse to music. When | have written
with lyricists in the past we have agreed together the dramatic structure, but for the most part the lyrics have been
written to the music. So | was intrigued to see whether | could write a complete piece the other way round.

Very luckily Old Possum contains verses that are extraordinarily musical; they have rhythms that are very much
their own, like the ‘Rum Tum Tugger’ or ‘Old Deuteronomy’ and, although clearly they dictate to some degree the
music that will accompany them, they are frequently of irregular and exciting metre and are very challenging to a
composer.

My first plans were for a concert anthology, and it was with this in mind that some of my settings were performedin
the summer of 1980 at the Sydmonton Festival. Mrs Eliot fortunately came to the concert and brought with her
various unpublished pieces of verse by her husband, including ‘Grizabella: the Glamour Cat.' The musical and
dramatic images that this created for me made me feel that there was very much more to the project than | had
realized. In Trevor Nunn | found a collaborator with a taste for tackling theatrical problems that most people would
consider insoluble. Together we worked out a dramatic structure for a full evening, helped by further unpublished
Eliot material that Mrs Eliot kindly provided and by the many references to cats in the the main body of his writing.
The show, as its form emerged, gave me an exciting opportunity to compose dance music and | was fortunate to
be guided through the unfamiliar world of choreography by someone as experienced as Gillian Lynne.

I enjoyed working on Cats as much as on any show on which | have worked. My gratitude will be undying to
Valerie Eliot without whose encouragement it could never have taken its present form.

Cats opened at the New London Theatre on May 11th 1981, This folio contains most of the music from the
London production as recorded on the Polydor double record album. For reasons of space there are inevitably
some omissions, principally the longer dance sections and the extended setting of ‘The Pekes and the Pollicles’.
There are also some small alterations and cuts, notably in the Prologue ‘Jellicle Songs for Jellicle Cats’.

T. S. Eliot wrote the Old Possum poems in a series of letters to his godchildren and it is almost certain that their
parents were just as much the intended recipients of the poems as those children. | hope that the musieof Cats
achieves the sense of fun that abounds in Eliot's verse.

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER

A Note on the Text

Most of the poems comprising Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats (1939) have been set to music complete and
in their originally published form; a few have been subject to a minor revision of tense or pronoun, and eight lines
have been added to ‘The Song of the Jellicles’. However, some of our lyrics, notably ‘The Marching Song of the
Pollicle Dogs’ and the story of ‘Grizabella’, were discovered among the unpublished writings of Eliot. The
prologue is based on ideas and incorporates lines from another unpublished poem, entitled ‘Pollicle Dogs and
Jellicle Cats’. ‘Memory’ includes lines from and is suggested by ‘Rhapsody on a Windy Night', and other poems
of the Prufrock period. All other words in the show are taken from the Collected Poems.

TREVOR NUNN



Overture

Music by
ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER
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Jellicle Songs for Jellicle Cats

Music by
ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER

Text by

11

TREVOR NUNN and RICHARD STILGOE

after T.S. ELIOT

[4=132]
TN o . bep p pbe £ oA~
T - o % N t 1 1 1 -
L= 1 1 . L ’ 1 -
——i l L 3 1 1 3 —
mf I ——— morendo
N ~n N 0
. Lié; ';l = = ) ﬁ = P £ - =
)
g be ol L e T 0 b , ™
N X [N 1 I I =
ia’_la_.__(L__‘l‘_b.‘I_ - i : Tizibéiq:; - — & ol
[ | i mmmet— 4 ‘-——J
mf ~
o IL} » o 1 A N o N N %
: = —— b?ﬁ r—= —r—} e
* Y
CHORUS (Individually)
0 o Q... " ~
A - o — 3 . A =
— ¢ § { e
) | S—
hﬂfAre you blind when you’re born? Can you
~ * fall on your head — doyou
g ' T ; =
- = r—9—» »—» 3 O ; t i ﬁ 1
e e e S B
D) —3— —3— &
P rall. mf a tempo
P |
o
— - L . o
CH 1 N 1
1 1 13 1 1
L o - &« s
Em
ﬂ 4 — — ¥ |
hid 5 3 r— 4 — # —— p— — ?
Fil ! e -  — } o o
) S ! | I B— t— |
see inthe dark?_ Canyou look at a king?_ Would you sit onhis throne?
P land onyour feet? _ Are you tense when yousense there’sa stormin the air? __
- z N — N - | N— - a —
T & A K 4 [~ [4 1 of 11 1
—l‘% T - . .‘ [ ol 1
Y] ! =, ! = "& - % !;2—,!
SES = N = 1 == 5 =
0] HT z L4 q 'y r) _itr 'J'- i" _&.. _‘_ ‘_. .‘_ _‘_ _t,
F F D Em v

Music Copyright © 1981 by The Really Useful Company Ltd.
Text Copyright © 1981 by Trevor Nunn/Richard Stilgoe/Set Copyrights Ltd.
International Copyright Secured.

All Rights Reserved.




12

TN

$ N i 1 i \' i 1
ey——— ¢ ——» . ! s o
'J | IR | {
Canyou say of your bite _ that it’s worse thanyour bark? ___ Are you
Canyou find yourway blind_ whenyou’re lost in the street? _ Do you
h “ " " " n 1 A !
 Aur~ TN T N 1 [N 1 N i | N 1 ) 1
Y » WA J 1 of 11 1 [ 4 1 & 1] | r 4
B s ————
Z " =
C\:$ | N—1 i\l — —— ih_
< < < ;‘ o 3-" o * ;E‘L‘L' s
Em Cmaj7 7
CHORUS (Tutti)
0 # r—r-— e [y— 4 N N —
; m——————1 1‘ ik 8 " g 1} ——g—2 5
I ! =[T =Il dl :,3' #* v /ijj‘__‘\_/_‘jb:i:
T #;l. - ~ f ~
cock of the walk _ when you’re"walk-ing a-lone? Be-cause Jel-li-cles are_and Jel - li-cles do, _  Jel-li -
knowhowtogo __ to the Hea-vy-side Layer? Be-cause Jel-li-cles can_and Jel - li-clesdo,— Jel-li -
L N | # M T s | pe——
| IAY 1 3 e 1 1 1 1 1 1 | T ] 1 i 1 1 11
. 3 - [ d - ik o 6
N ol L + L)
. :f!' “g
S
- P | 4y
P =} b hiw }
P I 1 b b, « SRLA | M -l
1 - = ~
BY7 B7 E E A B
ﬁ. | Y A — ] m— N [— | [— Y
#ﬁ' 7 — 4 Ne—1—1 1 1~ e ——— 4
b UM 4 - | | hd s o [ ¥ B |}
S . e =
-cles doandJel-li-cles would, Jel- li-cles wouldandJel - li-cles can,_ Jel-1li-cles canandJel-li-cles do,
.cles doand Jel-licles can,__ Jel- li-cles can andJel - li-cles do,__ Jel-li-cles do and Jelli-cles can,

1
1

premmen— —
) D S DU S | -

1 1 1 11 ) |

eSS 2228E

4 y - ) S } .} N S T »
Rt wp— -y ey g
254 St o+ 3

& N—r ,& ~—
E A B E A B
ﬂ: . N . |——q k H q_h: —
N i N N ] 11 1 )|
1 e e e ) H— o] ’
~ 1 | 4 1 1] )" A\ 17
U ~ - . y R ’ I r
Jel- li-clescan and Jel-li-cles do._ Whenyou
— Jel-li-clescan and Jel-li-cles do.- Canyou ride on a broom-stick to pla-cesfar dis-tant Fa-
‘} ﬂ# [rep—  [ee— P } [r— + R \ A1
T 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1—1 [N 1 N | 3 1 13 1|
l -’1%:‘ : 'iﬂ_.lﬁ-
4 | 1
%:‘ (i } NN N 0 " rom— . T y - "
1 + t ul ~ o] LA | N1 1.} { BA W 1
‘___t b 1 he B I T DT T
bt ~ X - & - q‘- o ﬁi‘-
E A B Em F



T~

13

-cle songs forJel-li-cle Cats,_. Jel-li-cle songsforJel - li-cle Cats, Jel-li - cle

ﬂ& Il A T F -
t’ﬂ o~ )| ll 1 1 1 ] 1
z o — ——9—
AN3Y4 1 1 | I 1 1 1 )| 1 1
(YN S S R —— | L
- mi-liar with can- dle, with book and with bell? Were you Whit-ting-ton’s friend? The Pied Pi - per’s as-sist - ant? Have you
5 | Y N | A |
3 1 1N | 3 1 N N 1 N1 N ) X 1
T ; 1 .'l I/L 1 'I_ 1 ‘q 11 1 ; Eany
7Y
F — & —3F =
PES = H = Y A P ;
-J-. -J-'-J-. > T e o o —~:7 < ;:';:. o . *
D Em Cmaj7 F7
Ing Ar-_ I 1 1 % | l % % ﬂ !
= . == b ==4
S e e e !
LS L -
beenan a- lum - nusof hea-venorhell?_ Jel-li - cle songsforlJel-li-cle Cats,. Jel-li-cle songsforJel-
f) 4 4 [§ \
¥ 4 1 1} N I N1
! | 4 [ 4 MY o 1T 1
. [ ol D™ Eay
> LM “l
: & j!‘ b
O N - . S — —p—— ' ! —
A e ta o % 5 e e s e R -
- 3. 3 F/A Bb C
Bb7 B7 E F
Cc7
f— T3 ) e ; ~ s
-4 -
= R—y F — — ._I'i 1 1 1 - hil
') H ] T | =]
- li-cle Cats, Jel-li-cle.— songsforJel-li-cle Cats, _ Jel-li-cle songsfor Jel-li-cle Cats,_ Jel-l -
bt
bt
|
N 4 e——— Lo
Fa N T . % T 1 1 N T N 1 P-4
P ) it
i = ——— == —~——— ' b oS "
F F/A Bb C F F/A Bb C
‘- p— pe—— p— p——— [ | | | ™
) (R 1 N 1 1 1 { 1 1 ;l' 1
. = - -
d T

songs for Jel-li-cle Cats, _

o 1N T K i — ' | - 10N t S —
N1y 1 TY I T NN b -
- —H —}
~—" N—— . = N ——
FH/A4 B CH#7 Fg FH/AR B c#7



14

—

Du-

sing at the same time, in more than one key,

Jel-li-cle songsfor Jel-li-cle Cats. _ Canyou

h
==

I |

~—

ba o

F1

L

|\
I W A W

Ab/G

Ab

Gm

c#7

F/A#

F#

0.

be -

n Bk
_ L
ol .m P et v
N ﬂw_ S LHr‘
8 “
vl & Twe
ol 3 o~
> . m
= ARy T
i M
N NT N NI
9 Van
[ 1o V= »
< Wl
ey e
ol lw e
Loid lo .
4
=
S H
.F.J [77] £ )
> 4
) rv
ol
Z >
ol 2 iR &
NS # o NPT
1
N .m LITr
«< 4
)
- P a
H- = mu/l
F. , I3 T
T
k7
— A
0 —
[=4
| -
£
_ z e Y2
(3]
N ' - Lw.nv
e NP AN
e —E

s 301 b
Ay 11
Plhdy Tul
o
W 3 |
L 3 r
i& j 7
© b
e S i
s i
IgE
o
%b L]
-' m p Y ll.‘v
L0
e =
-
11 =
5}
L & 3
a ¥ ( w P
D
1A J22
g= Hi
-
- - “«
l“vv W o . .
— = "
g © lalln H
NN N N
N M LHVL
g
P u_l
-
[
@
" A lljm
_ L
IS T a
| l -
=
=
-3 |~
= —t—t
8 N =2
s - g
pu iE
NEe e 3
e ——

il I
i Bl i
T2 M D
-] u
' E hl L O
2 | T W
_ e
il £ T
' e
| AES & T
el ®
i ¥ M
O.D —e
ol & » O
] 1
. wn M lﬁ.
QI 2 o
m Q
3
=
w llo
=
o
T
L« il
Q! 2
H @
1] (3
5 w T O
ot m - I
NERe CEE )
(/\l,l\



15

~~

h_alilh o

choir. _

lujah,__ an - ge - 1i - cal

Hal - le

from the Mes-si - ah,

Han - del-ling pie - ces

MIEEmRsE

1V

| .

|

I -

[ N

o
D/G

—-

1
o o o o
¥ —@

g

1
= S
{3,
G

T

3
|
Y o

= 82]

Meno mosso | J

0

un - a-shamed fe -

" |
3 I | ¥
[4 1 )| |

of

-ty

di - vin - i

mys - ti- cal

w The

o)
o 17

Q119
A.Ilft l
l]“
i \ ‘_1&
=t \(r
/ll.l.
A _mm
A‘ll ™
R Y
o
[* o]
1]
FT I[‘l ot
(=3
=]
£
44 (=}
Inid
M ...
NI -
£
wwu #

be

(3
S
8
q & b g
NS I N |
:OEP |(l8'e=
Y w o
o -
D m D LN
Q! = P
m 2
m U{PI ! 1] .UE
r s ] ML
4 £ 7 LLES
il
n 2 42
m ~ TP =
/ Biak)
¢ 2z Ai.z
- ST e
5 o IP=R
5 ! - Hle
N AN
e —— e

%

and true To

faith - ful

fear - less,

Fe - line,

cat,

ing

- last

ver

kO oS
IIF -
- jv
.ll.f.i e
~
£
Kol N o)
& o0 5
NN @
0 _
f}? i
TR | TP
&)
oKe 9 W
- B
I%YU ey




16

a tempo primo

n b - - - _ P
A G—— o5 13 e T s o o it B i
[ f 4 + 1 = e I ! {__{ —+4 ]
o-therswho do what Jel-li-cles do,_ and Jel-li-cles can,_ Jel-li - cles can andJel-li-cles do,_
—
0 | l
A 6= —&
oy ) A 1
AN V4 rs 8 % L=
e [J A Ry S —
J atempo primo
g h o 1 N F— ! N—
A o o ¢ & P ID P | D B
LT 1 2]
(v
F7 F13 Bb Eb/Bb F/Bb
- =, = TP o -
= b St — e i
e) L L T T T—
— Jel-li-cle Catssing Jel - li-cle chants, Jel-li - cles old and Jel-li-cles new, _ Jel-li-cle songsand
¢ NN S Ny S S S | N AN [ A I B ' | l ‘ i
b N I ] N ] = ! ] N——
y A b i. ‘v ‘ i ‘ L] i ‘ ‘ ‘O ‘ ‘ ‘ “ — __*-_/‘—‘—
Eb/Bb F/Bb Bb Eb/Bb F/Bb Bb
P a. 5 Py ST m -
#:'3? FT—Tt CF——d—cl—p—p—?:ﬁ:H:‘:g:&p:
{ey?— — i
—_— 1 1 1 1 1 ] 1 | 1 1 1
Y]  — |_]_|__| ] [S S —

Jel- li-cle dance, Jel-li

- cle songsforJel-li-cle

Cats, _.

Jel-li-cle songs for Jel - li-cle Cats,_ Jel-li -

e

you VI 1 ) - i it—— N ~ o i 1k1 =

N I | 1 1 . . ‘q ry B

[ % @ [ 1 *
<P —o—+e¢ ] I L - 1 ¥
EbBb  F/Bb B B/Df E Ff7 B B/Df E
\1:?35}—‘1' g "
& —1—1 1 — 1470
) [ [ S S S —_— T 1
-cle songs for Jel-li - cle Cats, _ Jel- li- cle songs for Jel - li-cle Cats.—




[r——— |

9 b  —  — } 1 ‘! I 1 i r%
> 1l’q.i =—==_ ==L — £ oo

Y] "

Prac-ti- cal cats,_. dra - ma-ti-cal cats,_ Prag - ma-ti-cal cats,_ fa - na-ti-cal cats,_, O-ra -

H i A

R © ) PO < r 8 )
P [N ) D O
13> LE) <5
%"8 vS 8 <
I ] r ] ] ] ] ] ] ] ] 1
o T e g s e S R T ’ —
Iy S S s O = e S
8 e o ‘l loco )
Cm Db /C Bb/C Cm

[/l pm——. f - L
¥ 7 { I N 1 ] [ )| i
L - e e 5 5
AN 74 1 w VY] Il
U T ~~ D [ N E i

- . - v i .
- to-ri-cal cats,— del-phic- o -ra-cle cats, _ Scep-ti-cal cats,_ dys - pep-ti-cal cats,_ Ro -

H L L N I
_é_lpvl [ 4] +[ o> l ‘Pl I . '/]\n [ 8 ) IHEIL
AN V4 7 ﬁ ”IHD % ‘HA T—gl
DR ro AL & 48

[———— Y
o« Lo 1 - | T | { i 1 T 1 1 I
A e e e e T i e o e
v17 e J P | & o + 1 [.d Hﬁﬂ
T N - b + ¥ & 3:" T 7 3 et w5 F )
- - Db7 b# he C
Abmaj7 Gb7 G7
i
1 i 1 T—1 — S 1 } f
I o > | | I I
= hat bk ¢ ™ hed
v' ~ - - w
-man-ti - cal cats, . pe - dan-ti-cal cats,_  Cri-ti - cal cats, pa-ra-si- ti- cal cats, __ Al-le-go-ri-cal cats,_

M IS S S SN S — ———T—T—T—T1T+1 1111 RN A S S S ——
} i
ﬁ o T N i S —— & — N S —
I . .l#i__—d___i
8
SN— C N—
C Csus4 Csus4
1 i ! t — — r— #
Y 4% 1 T é] ._<:il 1 1 } dl ]I =l1 1 | 1 I I - -
~ > d é ‘é ~— \_/é T
— met- a-phor-i-cal cats, _ Sta-tis- ti-cal catsand mys - ti-cal cats, Po - li-ti-cal cats,_. hv-po-
n 1 1 i )| 1 1 1} 1 I S | N I 1 1 1 i 1
y 4% 1 1 1 | 1 1 1 1 1 { | 1 1 1 1 1 1 | 1 | 1 } } q { i Il ‘} } % Jl }
S R e e e s AR E SRR T 2r S S S S 2 e,
L | Iy
. 1 Y T N
Al 03 N N\ | —
B m— c— i ’E' } N E—— & T { ™ i — ‘f 1
J"—‘—Fé - & ?
C - -z o o JVOWF' oo e,
Csus4 Csus




18

L4

+ )| [ 1 1 1
{ i I 1 1 T 1|
| o & |
o ! r r
e ., ~——
-cri - ti-cal cats, Cle- ri - cal cats, hys-ter- i - cal Cyn-1i - cal cats, rab -
] )| 1 i )i 1 )| {
1 1 1 1 1 | | |
Y | 1
- ] 4 {
N 1 Y 1 |
* N—T + { - — o * — %
M . o 'L- e bt ‘\_/‘ o
c# Cisus c#
Dat . N puem— . = o
-l s 1 1 1 | o | T | 1 I 1 ) e | 1 1 |
1 1 T 1 1 | " 1 | l' | { | )| 1 P
Bt d i ' ' l t
¢ ¥ ~
- bi- ni-cal cats._ Jel - 1i - cle songs forJel - li-cle Cats, ___ Jel - li- cle bells that Jel-
W T T | 1 T 1| E
1 T 1 I ] 1 ] 1 1
| 1 i
L L, " 1 ] ]
- I )| I d N 3 J1
1 N )| | =l ‘ ’( o] }\, [4 1
o 10
. ~— T L
Cisus D D/F¢ G9 A7
1 1 | 1 — T 1 ] 1T 1 ’ 1 I | ] )} 1 | % 1 )| 1“11..5
— 1 1 11 R 1 H 11 | T 1 1 | 1 | —~ I ﬁ NP
vy

~ & > o v 4 eed_ vrwee 44
- li-cles ring, Jel-li - cle sharpsand Jel-li-cle flats, . Jel-li-cle songsthat Jel-li-cles sing, _ Jel-1i -

1 | 1 1 T 1 1 | | 1 T 1 ] ha ‘v &
AND 74 | E I 1 ] 1 o 1 1 1 ] 1 1 | I | 1 1T 1 I )| 1 1 1
e | S —— S| ) S| [ — b ] [
\T— :’
1 = 3 N f 1 1 = Y ) - { L
& & w L ¢ af 1y ¢ T - - v [ 4 [V 3¢ i L.isrur.am
, v v i ol I v b [ ol I l’h{,,
= > 5 ° @
D D/F§  G9 A7 D D/F§  G9 A7
9.{"1 ﬁl mm— — \i{ I ! I { —F J:ﬁlL 1]' T—
(Y v < s v v v — ~
- cle songs for Jel - li-cle Cats, ___ Jel - li-cle songsfor Jel - li-cle Cats,_ Jel-1i -
oy 17 ] 1 1 | i 1 1 Il ! 1I ! 1 1
f)"  —— ! L — S —— ]
) N & I
Ml YWY " SR AU W ¢ o/ N 3 ¥ N ——w ? L 4 « N
";lH {\1 T 1 A” [ @l Fi r 1 é 7 é I T [ ol I 7
‘_ -
Eb Eb/G Ab9 Bb Eb Eb/G Ab9




19

— ’
.Iﬁ } S A —— — i H i T I — 111 ! — } s T
D) & o & 4o ~ rar R S > * -
-cle  songsforJel-li-cle Cats, — Jel-li-cle songsfor Jel-li-cle Cats,_ Jel-li- cle songsfor Jekli- cle Cats.
)
Fiigeie g 23 |
] N K Il\ H 3 L) ) N 1.\ * ﬂ N N N >k,
=3y g o
Bb Eb Eb/G Ab9 Bb Eb Eb/G Ab
Slower, in free tempo
SOLO
fH ™ o~ . N , e
) | 1 |2 A ha | )|
- [ 4 | & i ) & Py -5 L d 7 174
r T v b 12} V1 e ) JZFI
AN 74 v | 4 I 1 1 174
J j— (= = — S ——
There’sa  man o-ver there . with a  look of sur-prise, As muchasto say,_ well now
L ~n
n74 ) .
i Nl - |- 7€) |
| a0 Lidir J | & ] I"BrLn]
ANRY 4 D24 17 4» ML €
e d O
Slower (colla voce)
0 | ho
'l:llﬁ g i 1 —
A o L
o vo bo
Ebm Fb Db
[— ! y p— N N
P —  E — o & o 0 a
vy @@ | M | R S I ¥ dﬂt@—*—.}_ﬂ‘
AN 4 | 1 i ¥ i 1 ] { I 1 174
how a- bout that? _ Do 1 ac-tual -ly see __ with my own ve-ry eyes_ A
)
B o
Ly J 129 4 LEY
) > 4 IL® >4 JI8»
) e h& be
0 17K N ] ©
hd (Y4 1 )|
b © 0L N ] lDﬂ
o b o
Ebm Chy7 Fb
CHORUS (whisper)
|, [e—— /
po—— xj::;!:p!:;::ﬁ:ggzm % —
} é“l_él % 1 T I 1 ) | | 1 1 1 1 } { -
Y] bo & s g =  — — |  m—— —— — —
-
man who’snotheard of a JeHi-cle Cat?_What'sa Jel-li-cle Cat?_What'sa Jel-li-cle Cat?_
01 | A /i
L £ — L) j - -
0 . f ol
AN 74 [ [ ]
D)
S5 T 1\1 O ,/,/ S
o 12 I. i{;é - s ". - -
A Bb =
Eb

Attacca ‘The Naming of Cats’



20

The Naming of Cats

Music by Text by
ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER T.S. ELIOT
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names of this kind, 1 can give youa quo-rum, Such as|Mun-kus-trap, Qua-xo or Cor-i - co - pat, Such as
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thought of his lname: His in -| eff-a-ble eff- a-ble Eff - an-in -
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The Invitation to the Jellicle Ball

Jellicle Cats come out tonight,
Jellicle Cats come one come all:

The Jellicle Moon is shining bright —
Jellicles come to the Jellicle Ball.

Jellicle Cats meet once a year

At the Jellicle Ball where we all rejoice,

And the Jellicle leader will soon appear

And make what is known as the Jellicle choice —

When Old Deuteronomy just before dawn,

Through a silence you feel you can cut with a knife,
Announces the cat who can now be reborn

And come back to a different Jellicle life.

For waiting up there is the Heavyside Layer,
Full of wonders one Jellicle only will see,
And Jellicles ask, because Jellicles dare:
Who will it be? Who will it be?



The Old Gumbie Cat

Music by Text by
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"Bustopher Jones: the Cat about Town

Music by Text by
ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER T.S. ELIOT
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The Awefull Battle of the Pekes
and the Pollicles

OF THE AWEFULL BATTLE

OF THE PEKES AND THE POLLICLES
Together with some Account

of the Participation

of the Pugs and the Poms, and

the Intervention of the Great Rumpuscat

The Pekes and the Pollicles, everyone knows,
Are proud and implacable passionate foes;
It is always the same, wherever one goes.
And the Pugs and the Poms, although most people say
That they do not like fighting, yet once in a way,
They will now and again join in to the fray
And they
Bark bark bark bark
Bark bark BARK BARK
Until you can hear them all over the Park.

Now on the occasion of which I shall speak
Almost nothing had happened for nearly a week
(And that’s a long time for a Pol or a Peke).
The big Police Dog was away from his beat —
I don’t know the reason, but most people think
He’d slipped into the Wellington Arms for a drink —
And no one at all was about on the street
When a Peke and a Pollicle happened to meet.
They did not advance, or exactly retreat,
But they glared at each other, and scraped their hind feet,
And started to
Bark bark bark bark
Bark bark BARK BARK
Until you could hear them all over the Park.

Now the Peke, although people may say what they please,
Is no British Dog, but a Heathen Chinese.

And so all the Pekes, when they heard the uproar,

Some came to the window, some came to the door;
There were surely a dozen, more likely a score.

And together they started to grumble and wheeze

In their hufferysnuffery Heathen Chinese.

But a terrible din is what Pollicles like,

For your Pollicle Dog is a dour Yorkshire tyke.

There are dogs out of every nation,

The Irish, the Welsh and the Dane;

The Russian, the Dutch, the Dalmatian,
And even from China and Spain;

The Poodle, the Pom, the Alsatian

And the mastiff who walks on a chain.
And to those that are frisky and frollical
Let my meaning be perfectly plain:
That my name it is Little Tom Pollicle —
And you’d better not do it again.

And his braw Scottish cousins are snappers and biters,
And every dog-jack of them notable fighters;
And so they stepped out, with their pipers in order,

‘Playing When the Blue Bonnets Came Over the Border.

Then the Pugs and the Poms held no longer aloof,
But some from the balcony, some from the roof,
Joined in
To the din
With a
Bark bark bark bark
Bark bark BARK BARK
Until you could hear them all over the Park.

Now when these bold heroes together assembled,

The traffic all stopped, and the Underground trembled,
And some of the neighbours were so much afraid

That they started to ring up the Fire Brigade.

When suddenly, up from a small basement flat,

Why who should stalk out but the GREAT RUMPUSCAT.
His eyes were like fireballs fearfully blazing,

He gave a great yawn, and his jaws were amazing

And when he looked out through the bars of the area,
You never saw anything fiercer or hairier.

And what with the glare of his eyes and his yawning,
The Pekes and the Pollicles quickly took warning.

He looked at the sky and he gave a great leap —

And they every last one of them scattered like sheep.

And when the Police Dog returned to his beat,
There wasn’t a single one left in the street.

Text Copyright © 1939 by T.S. Eliot; this edition of the text © 1981 by Set Copyrights Ltd.
Lines 40-49 from ‘The Marching Song of the Pollicle Dogs’



The Song of the Jellicles

Music by Text by
ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER T.S. ELIOT
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The Moments of Happiness

The moments of happiness . . .

We had the experience but missed the meaning,

And approach to the meaning restores the experience
In a different form, beyond any meaning

We can assign to happiness . . .

. . . the past experience revived in the meaning

Is not the experience of one life only

But of many generations — not forgetting

Something that is probably quite ineffable . . .

(from T.S. Eliot ‘The Dry Salvages’ in Four Quartets)
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And I once crossed the stage on a telegraph wire,

To rescue a child when a house was on fire.

And I think that I still can much better than most,
Produce blood-curdling noises to bring on the Ghost.
I once played Growltiger, could do it again. ..

attacca ‘Growltiger’s Last Stand’
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Growltiger’s Last Stand
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The Ballad of Billy M’Caw

Music by Text by
ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER T.S. ELIOT
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“A triumphant piece of musical theatre . . . A magnificent marriage of words,
music, dancing, design and direction . . . Cats is among the most exhilarating
and innovative musicals ever staged.”

From the first-night reviews:

Derek Jewell, The Sunday Times

‘Magical . . . the talk of the town.” |
: Douglas Orgill, The Daily Express

“Brilliantly imaginative show . . . Quite unidue among musicals.”
: Arthur Thirkell, The Daily Mirror

“‘Marvellous . . . The stuff showbiz is made of :
Jack Tinker, The Daily Mail

“Smash hits don't come more smash than this one”
; Sheridan Morley, Punch
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