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VALENTINE

from Babes in Arms

Slowly

In 1937 Lorenz Hart used the adjective “funny” to de-
velop “My Funny Valentine,” a song that, in much the
same way as Ira Gershwin’s earlier “Funny Face,” cata-
logued the appealing charms of a face that might easily
be dismissed as plain. The song was one of Hart’s most
touching lyrics, underlined by the warmth of Richard
Rodgers melody. But because of its unusually demand-
ing range it was a difficult song to sing. Sung by Mitzi
Green in Babes in Arms, the show for which Rodgers
and Hart wrote it, its story might have ended right
there. But two years later Judy Garland sang it in the
film version of the musical. Judy, who had no trouble
dealing with the range of “My Funny Valentine,” sang
the song so effectively that it became one of the most
requested numbers in her repertoire.

Words by Lorenz Hart Music by Richard Rodgers
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