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From the Musical Production "YOUR OWN THING'"

THE MIDDLE

Chorus - Moderato

YEARS

Music and Lyric by

HAL HESTER
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WHAT DO I KNOW?

From the Musical Production "YOUR OWN THING"
Music and Lyric by

HAL HESTER
and DANNY APOLINAR
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Music and Lyric by
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Music and Lyric by
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I'm On My Way To The Top

From the Musical Production "YOUR OWN THING'"

Music and Lyric by
HAL HESTER
and DANNY APOLINAR
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From the Musical Production "YOUR OWN THING''

Music and Lyric by
HAL HESTER
and DANNY APOLINAR
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COME AWAY, DEATH

From the Musical Productiorn "YOUR OWN THING'

Music and Lyric by

HAL HESTER
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Mention the title “Twelfth Night” to anyone
and thoughts of Shakespeare and yesteryear are
in order. Mention "Your Own Thing,” however,
and theatregoers conjure up visions of the ‘live-
liest and most witty show that New York has
seen in several seasons” in the words of VOGUE
critic Anthony West. “Your Own Thing" is a rock
music version of “Twelfth Night.”

National General Productions, a relative new-
comer on the Hollywood scene, believesin a fresh
approach to seeking properties for the screens of
the world. Their goal is to entertain the masses
and any worthy material is fair game no matter
where the search takes its story department.

Thus when “Your Own Thing” arrived quietly
in New York in January of 1968 at an off-Broad-
way theatre on Second
Avenue and became one
of the few smash hits of
the season, prompt ac-
tion was in order by ex-
perienced NGP execu-
tives, who quickly snap-
ped up the rights.

The move was justified
because the show romp-
ed off with the major
theatrical awards of the
season having been
chosen as “the best musi-
cal of the year” by both
the New York Drama
Critics Circle and the
Outer Critics Circle repre-
senting reviewers on sub-
urban papers. It was the
first time in the history of
the Drama Critics Circle
that an off-Broadway
show won the highly-coveted award.

There are other “firsts” in the Cinderella saga
of this modestiy-budgeted rock musical, which
opened to a unanimous chorus of critical cheers
customarily reserved for the likes of a “My Fair
Lady” or a “Hello, Dolly!” RCA Victor Records
won the album rights to the show in what is the
most lucrative arrangement ever made for a non-
Broadway show. The film purchase was just as
unprecedented with the screen rights going for
$500,000, the highest price ever paid for an off-
Broadway property.

The show, produced by Zev Bufman and
Dorothy Love, opened at the Orpheum in Néw
York's East Village and not long afterwards addi-
tional companies were presenting it throughout
the U.S. Arrangements were also made for pro-
ductions in L.ondon, France and Germany and
negotiations were completed for presentations
in ltaly, New Zealand, Israel, Japan, Australia,
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Iceland, Finland, Sweden, Norway and Denmark.

The musical hit boasted a cast of nine attrac-
tive multi-talented youngsters and a funny book
that transplanted the mistaken identity theme in
the Shakespeare work to young Donald Driver's
decidedly “now’” book about pop singers, a rock
group called The Apocalypse, and a lady disco.
theque operator with a yen for younger men. In
addition to Driver's fresh, spirited staging, multi-
media cinema effects permitted the introduction
of Senator Dirksen, Humphrey Bogart, John
Wayne, Queen Elizabeth | and Shakespeare as
commentators on the action.

The producers also discovered a young com-
posing team that wrote the kind of delightful,
durable show songs rare in today's musical

_ theatre. The words-and-music men for the show

were Hal Hester and
Danny Apolinar. Titles of
some of the numbers
were “The Middle Years,”
“What Do | Know?" “The
Flowers” and “I'm On My
Way To The Top.”

The show's title has
baffled those who don't
manage to stay hip to the
constantly-changing
argot of today’'s young-
sters. To “do your thing”
is to follow your own bent,
to be free to do what
makes you happy. Or, as
the kids would explain it,
it's “telling it like it is” and
“knowing where it's at.”

When “Your Own
Thing” opened, the New
York Times' Clive Barnes
called it “a cheerful, joyful
and irreverent show with a vitality and charm
that are terrific.” The New York Post's Richard
Watts hailed it as “the brightest, freshest new
musical comedy in a long time.” Time Maga-
zine called it “a romping delight which does for
the kids of the '60s something of what ‘West
Side Story' did for the teen-age groups of the
'50s.”

The film company contemplates the service of
a top producer and director and a major cast of
stars in order to make the transition from stage
to screen a noteworthy event. The giant movie
screen will see ampilification of its unique staging
and visual production effects such as audible pop
art backgrounds, the use of film, slides and blow-
ups. Production is scheduled to start early in
1969 as a major roadshow musical film with audi-
ences expected to get the first gllmpse of the hit
musical in 1970.
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