TELL ME WHY

The origins of this lovely song are lost in the mists of time. No composers’ names seem to be
‘associated with it. The music has been known for decades and frequently appears in folios of college
songs, usually described as a traditional melody.

Several features contribute to its enduring popularity. The easily singable melody allows natural
harmonization, even by unskilled singers. The words carry their meaning with artful tenderness and
simplicity. No wonder “Tell Me Why” has been such a longtime favorite.

CHORUS I:

) Traditional
) O, 1 ‘IL l,/-\i | 3 |4 ‘l__
¥ [ =1
Tell me why__  the stars do shine, me
e I ‘-’IJ | l }’J . J
S : 2 f P

8 9
g
twines, Tell .  me why____  the
. J |
- >

© 1988 SPEBSQSA, Inc.

T
H
H
k3




I/‘\

20

=

15,

=
I—  love
i~
[,
shine,
| ]
— —
T
Be - cause God
L
: I ' lpE
| |
*5-‘———?—;5
! |

25

:‘ -
I
you why
p
I
| |
to
. >
i
! 30

]

tell

by y0d 4

o
| 19
=2
I

the stars
Ly
24

o ———.YE
::j;i\
=

.

=
191

why

@)

rea - son

3

J-’\ 4 )

the
you.

ISEES

is
love

4 J

_blue,
-
.

SO
|

J

b

b
you,

the skjs

love

p|

=

31'

)&.: L 11

M M T M aft
| il A M _ AL
— @ \] N o
T~ 2
1 Mt 3 ) )
- hl oyt “L- d bt
d Il oy
o
. 4 — o (> e ==
& . (YRR 1 . 2
& _
pua— O .
— = [ |
) m — m » - s [ 1
S — ' . —
ﬁ, ] S & — ] _ ﬁ
i - v =<3 21 ()
i | A3 AR T N 9
¥ = o g S
U _ d .
N - o
L el C 1k [ J &) S — —
| -
) |\ SN
£~ {2 . | )
m 9 > A — 9 —
P S
nhv . :
e A O N2
. “~~ Vo 7 b N

{

,,,,,,,,




