COMPOSER’S NOTE

This Study is, in its own way, a descendant of the type of operatic
Paraphrase common in the nineteenth century and especially perfected by
Liszt. In this case, however, the theatrical source is a ballet, the full-length
work Mary, Queen of Scots for which I wrote the music in 1974-75. A
further difference is provided by the actual form of this Paraphrase, which is
that of a Prelude and Fugue. Although the themes of these two sections are
to some extent related, they are derived from passages in the ballet which
refer to two aspects of the life of Mary Stuart. The Prelude, which is partly a
straightforward transcription, is taken from an Interlude depicting her in her
domestic circle; in the ballet, this precedes a scene including a Pas de Deux for
Mary and Darnley. The material of the Fugue is taken from a double Pas de
Trois which represents the more public aspect, in this case the “political’
battle of wills and clash of interests between Mary and Queen Elizabeth I.
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poco meno mosso (quasi maestoso)
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