MABELLENE

MABELLENE was Berry's first Chess record and first hit. Berry presented it to Leonard Chess as IDA RED, his variant
of a hillbilly tune, with a rockabilly beat. Chess suggested a *'bigger beat” and (according to pianist Johnny Johnson)
chose the name MABELLENE from a popular hair cream (prior to recording Berry had been a hairstylist).

Notice the distorted guitar sound; Berry was playing a fat hollow-body Gibson ES-350T. Later records featured a clear-
er sound with reverb added. The country-style backup — roct in the bass/chord — fifth in the bass/chord — is also
atypical. The opening guitar riff is based on the barred triad pattern mentioned in the Introduction.

Words and Music by Chuck Berry,
Russ Fratto and Alan Freed
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